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“ H e l p  o n e  c h i l d . . .  h e l p  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e . ”

Cung, Anny, and Duh couldn’t grow the crop their 
government demanded, even though their lives depended 
on it.

After the death of their parents, the repressive and 
despotic regime in Burma (Myanmar) required the 
children to grow a certain crop or else be placed in prison 
or be killed.  They were only in their teens.

Villagers smuggled the siblings into a refugee camp 
in Thailand.  Here they waited, along with thousands of 
other children, for a home.

Through a partnership between the United Nations 
High Commission on Refugees, the Catholic Community 
Services and Utah Youth 
Village, Cung, Anny, and Duh 
have a home.  It’s the Arthur 
and Deborah Lucardie home 
in Salt Lake City, a world 
apart from the Burmese 
Village in which they lived.  
It’s a place where they will 
be cared for and allowed to 
grow up and become whole 
human beings.

There are 21 refugee 
children from 4 countries  
now living in special Utah 
Youth Village foster homes.  
They are learning English, 
attending school and 
enriching the families in 
which they are now a part. 

We anticipate 35 more 

Special Announcement:

Helping Refugee Children
children will be needing a home in the next year.  

If you or someone you know, could open their 
hearts to these children, or to Utah children who also 
need foster homes, please call Talon Greeff at 272-9980.  
Additional information can be found on our website: 
www.youthvillage.org.

Reaching across continents and language barriers to 
lift a child reflects the  unflinching advocacy for children 
of our late founder, Lila Bjorklund. Her vision and 
humanity has guided every increase in service the Village 
had undertaken in its last 40 years, including providing a 
home, and a life for refugee children.

Cung, Anny, and Duh arrived in Salt Lake City last fall and were immediately welcomed into their new Village 
foster family.



Village Facts

Mission 
To change the lives of troubled 
children and families.

Group Homes
Three for teenaged boys, one for 
latency aged girls (6-12 yrs), and 
one for latency aged boys (6-12 
yrs). Treatment provided by a 
highly trained married couple 
living in the home.

Treatment Foster Homes
Sixty homes throughout Utah, 
one to two children per home, 
ranging in age from 2-18. Care 
provided by highly trained 
married couples.

Families First
Intensive in-home training for 
parents of troubled children. 
Available to the public.

Alpine Academy
Residential Treatment homes 
for troubled teenaged girls from 
across the country. Treatment 
provided by highly trained 
married couples living in the 
home.

Parenting for Success
Taught at the Village’s Highland 
Drive office. Available to the 
public.

Children Served
Many are wards of the state and 
have been physically or sexually 
abused. Others are suffering 
from emotional disorders such 
as Bipolar Disorder, Tourettes 
Syndrome, Schizophrenia, 
Reactive Attachment Disorder, 
Anorexia Nervosa, and Borderline 
Personality Disorders. All lack 
fundamental life skills.

Families Served
Families served through 
Families First have at least 
one seriously troubled child. 
Families are referred through 
the Juvenile Courts, University 
Neuropsychiatric Institute (UNI), 
public schools, The Children’s 
Center, Primary Children’s 
Center for Counseling, private 
practice psychiatrists and word of 
mouth.

Look around...

We’re working to spread 
the word about Utah 
Youth Village, and you 
can help! Look for our 
billboards around town, 
and make sure to show 
your friends. 

Maybe you’ve seen us 
already...?

You’re Invited!
The 32nd Annual Fashion Show

Remember Luke and Laura?  Die-hard General 
Hospital fans aren’t the only ones who remember that 
fabulous wedding and torturous love affair. Most of 
America knows the soap opera 
couple who made their 
way into the American 
cultural pantheon.

6 time Emmy Award 
Winner, Anthony Geary 
(the one-and-only Luke 
Spencer),  will be our very 
special guest at our annual 
Fashion Show & Luncheon, 
April 11, at Little America.  He 
will join hostesses from Good 
Things Utah, plus 20 Village 
kids who worked hard to earn 
the privilege of modeling in the 
show in a heartwarming once-in-
a-lifetime event.

Our friends at Dillard’s will provide the clothing 
and, for the first time, friends of the Village will be the 
models.  You may see your neighbor sashaying down 
the runway!   

Generous donors sponsor a Village child, and others 
underwrite the event.  Model sponsors underwrite the 
clothing the Village child purchases and models, plus 
their lunch and a professional photograph of them at 
the event.   Model sponsorships are $300 and include 
admission for one. Tickets are $40 and include a free 
Lancôme mini-make-over just before the event.

“ H e l p  o n e  c h i l d . . .  h e l p  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e . ”
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Research
The Village Welcomes Jacob Hess

Utah Youth Village has hired its first full-time researcher.  
“The Village is committed to research to improve our 
services to youth and families,” says Village President, 
Eric Bjorklund.  “To find a researcher with Jacob’s level 
of education and interest in our therapeutic approach 
is a real coup.”

Jacob Hess is a doctoral candidate in Clinical-
Community Psychology, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, one of the top five universities in the field 
of psychology.

“In my first meeting with Eric, what stood out 
was the surprising level of ongoing self-evaluation 
reflected in the Village’s history,” says Jacob. “I liked 
that the agency seemed to be a ‘living’ organization–
i.e., open to continued learning and development. 
It struck me, for instance, that in separate meetings 
with all the directors, each one asked me to help them 
better document long-term outcomes for kids after 
leaving their programs.  In my ten years of studying 

psychology, I’ve honestly never seen another social 
service organization allow this kind of study, let alone 
instigate it (you only study long-term outcomes if 
you’re not scared of what you will find).” 

We welcome the learning and improving that can 
result from Jacob’s work.

Volunteer
The Caring Network is a group of kind people who help 
out from time-to-time with projects to help Village 
kids. Caring Network members are not obligated to 
help, but do so as their schedule allows.  If you’d like 
to join the Caring Network, visit our website at www.
youthvillage.org and look under “Ways You Can Help.”  
Or call Rebecca Heal at 308-1053.

For more information, or to sponsor a child or 
purchase a ticket, visit our website at www.youthvillage.
org or call Rebecca Heal at 308-1053.  Or respond to 
the invitation you will receive shortly in the mail. 

Anthony Geary has come a long way from 
Coalville, Utah where he was born and raised. His 
portrayal of Luke Spencer has been described as the 
most popular in soap opera history.  One critic said, 
“Geary’s individualism, uniqueness and awesome range 
is the most notable in daytime (television) history.”  
Don’t miss him!

Utah Youth Village & Dillard’s
Annual Fashion Show & Luncheon

Starring Anthony Geary, General Hospi-
tal’s Luke Spencer

Saturday, April 11, 2008
11:45 - 2:00
Little America

Sponsorships from $5,000 - 
$1,000
and include 10 tickets

Model Sponsorships are $300
and include one ticket

Tickets are $40
Raffle tickets $25

Reserve your seat at
www.youthvillage.org

The Village is proud to welcome Jacob Hess, PhD 
candidate from the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign.

America knows the soap opera 

will join hostesses from Good 
Things Utah, plus 20 Village 
kids who worked hard to earn 
the privilege of modeling in the 
show in a heartwarming once-in-

11:45 - 2:00
Little America

Sponsorships from $5,000 - 
$1,000
and include 10 tickets

Model Sponsorships are $300

Six-time Emmy award 
winner, Tony Geary.



Memorials & Honoraria
January 1, 2008 - January 31, 2009

In Loving Memory of...

Christmas is a time of miracles at Utah Youth Village. Each year, many generous individuals, 
families, and companies choose to give of their time and resources to provide Sub-for-Santa gifts 
for more than 130 children and a dozen families. 

We would once again like to thank our dear friends at Citadel Broadcasting 
and radio station 101.9 The End for their outstanding help making the Sub-for-
Santa drive a success. We would especially like to express our profound gratitude 
to former on-air personality, Parker. 

Already known for his selfless support of Utah Youth Village, Parker went 
well above and beyond all expectations by creating a special promotion in which 
his show auctioned a private piano lesson with Chris Martin, lead singer of the 
popular rock band, Coldplay. All proceeds of the auction were donated to the 
Village, and the band even volunteered to make a large donation as well. “It was 
such a touching experience,” said Justin Anderson, Village Marketing Director. 
“Coldplay was very gracious, and we never would have had this opportunity 
without Parker.”

Parker’s genuine dedication to the Village has been obvious from the 
beginning. During his last show, he even ended the broadcast by saying, “I hope 
if I am remembered here in Salt Lake City, it will be for my relationship with 
Utah Youth Village.” 

We wish you all the best in your future endeavors, Parker. And rest assured, 
you will most certainly be remembered. And missed.

2008 Holiday Thank You

Christmas & Coldplay

Village Youth
Jeremy

Born into a polygamist family, Jeremy witnessed 
domestic violence on a daily basis as a child. He 
had extremely poor social skills and struggled to 
make friends. Even after he and his mother escaped 
the polygamist lifestyle, Jeremy continued to have 
problems. 

Coming to Utah Youth Village, Jeremy knew it was 
time for a change. He jumped right into the program 
and immediately began working closely with his Family 
Teachers to learn the new skills that will allow him to 
succeed in life.

“Jeremy is such a good kid,” said Annette Curtis, 
the Consultant who works with Jeremy. “He’s been 
incredibly motivated right from the beginning. He’s a 
wonderful peer leader and an excellent friend—he is 
so patient with the other boys in his home, and he’s 
working really hard. I’m very proud of him, and I know 
he’ll succeed.”

In fact, Jeremy is succeeding already. He is in 
mainstream classes, and he is getting good grades. 
Recently, he even won the district title in wrestling and 
competed in the state championship.

Way to go, Jeremy! We’re all so proud of you!

“ H e l p  o n e  c h i l d . . .  h e l p  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e . ”

U t a h  Y o u t h  V i l l a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  ·  W i n t e r / S p r i n g  2 0 0 9

William Spencer, Jr.
Alan & Barbara Bunker

Shirley Stoddard
Garth G. & Leah D. Myers

Dorothy Sturzenegger
Donelda Reed

Ann Sundberg
Justin B. & Alison Anderson
Mark B. & Valerie Anderson
Tina Ballenger
Fritz Bien
Camp4, LLC
Rebecca Heal
Vicki A. & Steven R. Jones
Karen Foster Design
Michael & Sonan Kolby
NovaSource Ventures, LLC
Samuel & Karen Schroyer

Claron Swenson
Alan & Barbara Bunker

Burton Todd
Garth G. & Leah D. Myers

Samuel H. Worthen, Jr.
Colleen W. Gubler

In Honor of...

Rebecca Heal
Utah Society of Fund Raisers

Brad & Corrie Norman
Andrew L. Turner

Nikki Preece
Andrew L. Turner

Christopher B. McComas
Robert & Gail McComas

Dix & Renae McMullin
Grace G. Cross

Colleen Memmott
Russell & Linda K. Callister

John M. Oakes
Charles & Pamalyn Hopkins

Jerry Peterson
Richard & Marilyn Leahy

Richard Reid
Suzanne H. Weaver

A. Hamer Reiser, III
Garth G. & Leah D. Myers
John & Nancy Poulton

Sue Schneiter
Charles & Pamalyn Hopkins

James L. Sorenson
Aegon USA Realty Advisors, Inc.
Joseph A. & Gwen Anderson
Donald E. & Nona Bressler
Rosemary M. Defa
Economic Development 

Corporation of Utah
Geary Construction
Rebecca Heal
Faye B. Lundquist
John & Nancy Poulton
Sorenson Medical Products, Inc.
Utah Technology Council
Don & Deveda Vernon
Wells Fargo Bank

Clarice Bjorklund
Jay R. & Ann Bjorklund

Lou Braun
J. Michael & Kathy Beveridge

Kathryn David Cracroft 
Clark

Jay R. & Ann Bjorklund
Faye B. Lundquist

Fawn Colthorp
Charles & Pamalyn Hopkins

Diana Drake
Mary Ann August
Robert & Angie Bolic
Elizabeth A. Day
Charles K. Manka
John & Nancy Poulton
Gregory J. Skedros

Judson Alvin Durfee
Jean Sparks

Hazel Harrison
Forty Niner’s Club of St. 

Ambrose Parish

President Gordon B. 
Hinckley

Don & Deveda Vernon

Dan Hooper
Richard N. & Jeannie Chatelain

Lynn Jenkins
Joseph A. & Gwen Anderson 

Jack Kirkham
Faye B. Lundquist

Radio Personality, Parker

Private piano lesson with Chris Martin of Coldplay
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You’re Invited!

Come and meet
General Hospital’s

Anthony Geary!

Details inside.
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Anthony Geary!

Details inside.


