
Dear Friends,

2009 was another good year for Village children and 
families. For this, we have many of you to thank.

Our group homes for abused, neglected and 
troubled children and teens—the Kearns Homes 
for Boys, Raymond Home for Boys, Beverley 

Sorenson Home for Little Boys and the 
Little Girls Homes—continued to be 

full and to change many lives. 

Our Treatment Foster Homes—
individual foster homes located 
throughout the state—saw 
unprecedented growth in 
2009. There are now 59 families, the largest number yet, opening their homes and hearts to 

youth who need structure, nurturing and normalcy to learn a better way to live.    

Included in these numbers are the families who are taking in refugee children from war-
torn countries across the globe. These children come to the United States through Catholic 

Community Services and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. Thanks to caring 
Village foster parents, they are succeeding in school, learning English, recovering from years of neglect and 

trauma and becoming whole and happy members of our community.

In 2009, we opened a middle and high school for our youth who are struggling in public schools. They live 
in one of our group or foster homes and attend school at the Youth Village Academy. These students have the 
benefit of a continuous therapeutic environment where their behavioral issues can be addressed throughout 
the day. As their behaviors are normalized, they can return to public school.  

Our in-home intervention for families with troubled children, Families First, enjoyed another banner year of 
growth and success. We served over 240 families and completed the Garret Lee Study with the University of 
Utah Department of Psychiatry. Youth on probation through the Juvenile Courts were studied in an attempt to 
curb teen suicide. The study revealed that combining Families First with medical management for depression, 
cut recidivism in half.

We have also hired and trained more Families First workers than ever before to serve families referred to us by 
schools, therapists and bishops. We are also working on a project with the Salt Lake School District to develop 
Families First “satellite” offices in schools. Families First is fast becoming our community’s preferred approach 
to strengthening families and keeping children safe and successful.

Our Residential Treatment program in Tooele County, Alpine Academy, continues to provide a home-like 
therapeutic environment where teenage girls from all over the country learn skills for successful lives. In 2009, 
we began construction on a Therapy Building, which will be our eighth building on the 27-acre campus.  

As a major step forward in our long-term commitment to research and results, we hired a full-time researcher. 
Jacob Hess, Ph.D., is engaged in cutting-edge research on the long-term effects of Utah Youth Village/Alpine 
Academy on the lives of troubled youth. We are learning our strengths and where we can improve. One 
finding that is becoming clear is that Families First achieves nearly the same result as residential care, but with 
a fraction of the cost and time. We look forward to publicizing our findings in this report and in professional 
journals in the coming years.

At our 2009 Helping Hand Gala, Honorary Chair Kem Gardner, Chairman of Intermountain Healthcare and 
the KC Gardner Company, helped us honor Pamela Atkinson, revered advocate for Utah’s homeless.  

Thanks to Dillard’s, we presented our 32nd annual Fashion Show & Luncheon, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for 20 Village youth who joined adult models on the runway to model their new outfits, purchased by generous 
sponsors. For the first time, Village friends and supporters were the models, and we welcomed famed actor, 
Anthony Geary (General Hospital’s Luke Spencer) to the runway.    

With the deepening economic crisis unfolding on the state governmental level and in charitable giving, Utah 
Youth Village remains strong because of your commitment to the children we serve. We can weather this 
storm and continue to help children due, in large measure, to the generosity of the donors listed in this 
Report. Thank you. Together, we have reached out to the lift the lives of children.

Sincerely,

Gary Crocker      Eric W. Bjorklund
Chairman of the Board     President
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Sports Mall

Susan Oshiro Custom Glass Art

Tabula Rasa-Social Staioners

Temple Square Hospitality

Terzian Galleries

Thanksgiving Point

The Living Planet Aquarium
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Kyle Taylor

Chris & Robin Telesco

Kandy Thomas

Sara Troester

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Salt Lake City Regional Office

Vacation Resorts International

Desiree Van Dyke

Jacey Viehweg

Kelly Vigh

Sherry Vitti

Doug & Vickie Walker

Watts Enterprises

Ross Wilcox

Tara & Jason Wiscott

Julianna Wolfley

Sheldon & Elaine Wood

Ashley Wortley

Young Democrats of Utah

Terri Zaugg

Zions Bank

Every effort has been made to include all 2009 donors 
and to spell names correctly. If you find an error, please 
contact Justin B. Anderson at (801) 272-9980.

Special Thanks

The following organizations 
have given generously of 
their time, resources and 
expertise to help promote 
the Village and its mission 
to help troubled children. 
Thank you.


